MINUTES OF THE FORESTRY, LAND, & OUTDOOR RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING # 13-2008

DATE:

October 1, 2008
TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Committee Room # 1, 2nd Floor, Court House, Rhinelander, WI

PRESENT:
Chair Petroskey; Committee Members Rudolph; Peters; Thompson; Baier.



Forestry Staff:  Bilogan; Fiene; Eckardt.

EXCUSED:
Peters asked to be excused at 11:30 a.m. to attend another meeting.

OTHERS:
See attached Attendees sheet.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER—The meeting that had been properly posted in accordance with the procedures set forth by the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law was called to order by Chair Petroskey at 9:00 a.m.

APPROVE CURRENT AGENDA WITH THE ORDER OF AGENDA ITEMS AT CHAIR’S DISCRETION—It was moved by Rudolph, seconded by Thompson, to approve the current agenda with the order of agenda items at Chair’s discretion.  Motion carried.

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 3, 2008 FORESTRY COMMITTEE MEETING—It was moved by Peters, seconded by Baier, to approve the minutes of the September 3, 2008 Forestry Committee meeting.  Motion carried.  (Rudolph abstained.)  

IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT A MOTION WILL BE MADE, SECONDED, AND A ROLL CALL VOTE TAKEN TO ENTER INTO CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO WISCONSIN STATUTES, SECTION 19.95(1)(G), CONFERRING WITH LEGAL COUNSEL CONCERNING STRATEGY TO BE ADOPTED BY THE GOVERNMENTAL BODY WITH RESPECT TO LITIGATION IN WHICH IT IS OR IS LIKELY TO BECOME INVOLVED.  TOPIC:  ENCROACHMENT ONTO COUNTY FOREST LAND.—It was moved by Peters, seconded by Thompson, to enter into Closed Session pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes, Section 19.85(1)(g), conferring with legal counsel concerning strategy to be adopted by the governmental body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved.  Topic:  Encroachment onto County Forest Land.  Roll Call Vote:  Thompson aye; Peters aye; Baier aye; Rudolph aye; Petroskey aye.  Motion carried.

IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT A ROLL CALL VOTE WILL BE TAKEN TO RETURN TO OPEN SESSION—It was moved by Rudolph, seconded by Baier, to return to Open Session.  Roll Call Vote:  Thompson aye; Peters aye; Baier aye; Rudolph aye; Petroskey aye.  Motion carried.  Oneida County Corporation Counsel Assistant II, Mike Fugle, stated that the Forestry, Land, & Outdoor Recreation Committee directed Oneida County Forestry Staff and Corporation Counsel to proceed and confer with legal counsel.

PRIVATE DRIVEWAY CO. HWY. N—Bilogan explained that he and Nick Scholtes, Oneida County Highway Commissioner, had been contacted by a landowner with a private driveway on Co. Hwy. N.  This landowner wanted the County to re-route the private driveway due to run off issues.  The cost of this re-route would be $2,500.00 for the Highway Department and $2,500.00 for the Forestry Department.  It was moved by Thompson, seconded by Rudolph, to attempt to resolve this situation, along with the Highway Department, including implementing a construction plan per Corporation Counsel, and to have the landowner sign off of this construction plan in 2009.  Motion carried.

DNR GUEST SPEAKER BRIAN SCHWINGLE, FOREST HEALTH SPECIALIST, EMERALD ASH BORER—Brian Schwingle gave an informative presentation on the Emerald Ash Borer.  Oneida County anticipated little impact to the County Forest due to the small amount of ash (approximately 2%) it contains.

FOREST MANAGEMENT & TIMBER SALES:

a)  Timber Sale Bid Opening—117 bids were received, read aloud, and recorded.  The result sheet is attached and made part of these minutes.  It was moved by Baier, seconded by Rudolph, that the tracts of timber be awarded to the high bids / bidders, pending checking figures, meeting bid criteria, reference checks, etc.  If the high bids / bidders did not meet the above criteria, then proceed to next high bid / bidder.  Motion carried.  Total contract bid values for this advertised timber was approximately $971,787.20. 

b)  Year-to-Date Timber Stumpage Revenue Report—Fiene distributed the Year-to-Date Timber Stumpage Revenue Report, noting a year-to-date amount of $430,973.44.

c)  Timber Sale(s) for Disposition—None.

MOTORIZED ACCESS FOR THE CASSIAN / WOODBORO BLOCK OF THE ONEIDA COUNTY FOREST—Bilogan stated that there is an estimated 72% of the Cassian / Woodboro Block that has access within ¼ mile of an open road or trail.  Bilogan had received written comments concerning the motorized access issue for the Cassian / Woodboro Block, as well as for the Oneida County Forest overall.  After hearing comments from the audience, it was moved by Baier, seconded by Thompson, to allow the Forestry, Land, & Outdoor Recreation Department (FLORD) to proceed with reopening the disabled access trail in the area between Sheep Ranch Road, Timber Lake Road and Beaver Lake Road in the Cassian / Woodboro Block, and to create another disabled access area in the Cassian / Woodboro Block, with input from disabled individuals.  Motion carried.

PROPOSED CHANGES TO FIREWOOD GATHERING PERMIT

Bilogan had distributed the proposed changes to the Firewood Gathering Permit, after which it was moved by Thompson, seconded by Rudolph, to approve as presented.  Motion carried.

PERCH LAKE PARK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

a)  Contract for shelter building—It was moved by Rudolph, seconded by Thompson, to approve the contract for shelter building, contingent upon signed and dated engineering plans, volunteer labor agreement, and funding.  Included in the motion was approval for FLORC Chair Petroskey to sign and approve contract.  Motion carried.

b)  Shelter liability issues—Bilogan goes on record as having the following concerns with shelter liability issues:  1)  Vandalism; 2) Electrical; 3) Wood Burning Stove.

c)  Use of volunteer labor on the Perch Lake Development Project (i.e. shelter building and trails)—Bilogan explained the use of volunteer labor on the Perch Lake Development Project, and waiting for finalization on the volunteer labor agreement from Corporation Counsel.

d)  Trail development associated with the Perch Lake Project—Bilogan explained that the work involved with the trail development had been completed by Dick Herman.  The Committee directed Bilogan to proceed with the proposed ideas to the trails, move signs, trail grooming, etc.

UPDATE ON ONEIDA COUNTY 5-YEAR OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN (IF ANY)—None.

REQUEST BY VACATIONLAND PROPERTIES OF MINOCQUA, WI TO INFORM FLORC ABOUT PARCEL OF LAND VACATIONLAND PROPERTIES—MINOCQUE IS OFFERING FOR SALE TO ONEIDA COUNTY FORESTRY DEPARTMENT—Victor Bruss with Vacationland Properties-Minocqua was in attendance and described the proposed land being offered for sale in the Timber / Birch Lake area in the Town of Crescent, stating that the landowner was entertaining offers for the parcel.  

SNOWBLOWER PURCHASE—Bilogan explained the need for the purchase of a snowblower for the Perch Lake Park Project.  It was moved by Thompson, seconded by Baier, to authorize the purchase of the snowblower, from the major equipment purchase account, for under $1,000.00.  Motion carried.

SNOWMOBILE TRAIL MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS—Bilogan presented snowmobile trail maintenance contracts for approval, including authorization for FLORC Chair Petroskey to sign the contracts.  It was moved by Baier, seconded by Rudolph, to approve the contracts, and authorization for Chair Petroskey to sign same contracts.  Motion carried.

VOUCHERS & BLANKET PURCHASE ORDERS FOR PAYMENT, & LINE ITEM TRANSFERS (IF NECESSARY)—It was moved by Thompson, seconded by Baier, to approve vouchers & blanket purchase orders for payment as follows:  John Bilogan (expense voucher) $125.79; Greg’s Small Engine $26.06; Oneida Co. Register of Deeds $17.00; McKenzie Supply $234.00; FABCO $41.10; Moritz Tires $468.61; Happy Herman’s (Dick Herman) $9,401.00 + $1,700.00; Oneida  County Highway Commission $3,665.16; Fastenal Co. $380.21; AIA Wis $85.46; Ryden Marine $5,440.00; WDNR $5.00 + $42.45; Airgas $19.84; Quinlan’s Equipment $690.00; Menards $64.80; Farmers Feed Store $312.00; Aqualand Mfg. $80.00; Wisconsin Public Service $179.67; Frontier $42.00; Culligan Water Conditioning $79.25; Oneida Co. Solid Waste Dept. $86.90; Northwoods Media $165.80 + $108.38; Lakeland Hardware $14.44.  Motion carried.  

For Line Item Transfers see attached sheet.

AGENDA ITEMS FOR UPCOMING COMMITTEE MEETING(S)—

November 4, 2008, 10:00 a.m. Forestry Committee Meeting:  Encroachment on County Land Update; County Forest Access Comments; Perch Lake Project Update & Tour; 

5-Year Outdoor Recreation Plan Update.

PUBLIC COMMENTS—Matt Matteson thanked FLORC for allowing the ATV views / comments.  Tom Rudolph thanked everyone for condolences on the passing of his brother.

ADJOURNMENT—With business completed, it was moved by Rudolph, seconded by Thompson, to adjourn the meeting at 1:00 p.m.  Motion Carried.

___________________________


_____________________________

WILBUR PETROSKEY



CINDY ECKARDT

CHAIR
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