MINUTES OF THE FORESTRY, LAND, & OUTDOOR RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING # 12-2008

DATE:

September 3, 2008
TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Committee Room # 1, 2nd Floor, Court House, Rhinelander, WI

PRESENT:
Chair Petroskey; Committee Members Peters; Thompson; Baier.



Forestry Staff:  Bilogan; Fiene; Eckardt.

EXCUSED:
Tom Rudolph

OTHERS:
Assistant Corporation Counsel Mike Fugle; Guy Hansen; Bill Welch; 

 

Mark Patulski; Matt Matteson; Mike Warekois; Brian Spencer; 

Frank Peters; Ruth Sproul

CALL MEETING TO ORDER—The meeting that had been properly posted in accordance with the procedures set forth by the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law was called to order by Chair Petroskey at 9:03 a.m.

APPROVE CURRENT AMENDED AGENDA WITH THE ORDER OF AGENDA ITEMS AT CHAIR’S DISCRETION—It was moved by Peters, seconded by Baier, to approve the current amended agenda with the order of agenda items at Chair’s discretion.  Motion carried.

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 22, 2008 FORESTRY COMMITTEE MEETING—It was moved by Peters, seconded by Thompson, to approve the minutes of the August 22, 2008 Forestry Committee meeting.  Motion carried.  

IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT A MOTION WILL BE MADE, SECONDED, AND A ROLL CALL VOTE TAKEN TO ENTER INTO CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO WISCONSIN STATUTES, SECTION 19.95(1)(G), CONFERRING WITH LEGAL COUNSEL CONCERNING STRATEGY TO BE ADOPTED BY THE GOVERNMENTAL BODY WITH RESPECT TO LITIGATION IN WHICH IT IS OR IS LIKELY TO BECOME INVOLVED.  TOPIC:  ENCROACHMENT ONTO COUNTY FOREST LAND.—It was moved by Peters, seconded by Thompson, to enter into Closed Session pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes, Section 19.85(1)(g), conferring with legal counsel concerning strategy to be adopted by the governmental body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved.  Topic:  Encroachment onto County Forest Land.  Roll Call Vote:  Thompson aye; Peters aye; Baier aye; Petroskey aye.  Motion carried.

IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT A ROLL CALL VOTE WILL BE TAKEN TO RETURN TO OPEN SESSION—It was moved by Peters, seconded by Thompson, to return to Open Session.  Roll Call Vote:  Thompson aye; Peters aye; Baier aye; Petroskey aye.  Motion carried.  Oneida County Corporation Counsel Assistant II, Mike Fugle, stated that the County will proceed according to the latest developments.

PERCH LAKE PARK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

a)  Bid Opening.  Two bids were received.  Lee & Winter Construction bid $124,682.00.  Nosser’s Remodeling bid $120,981.00.  It was moved by Baier, seconded by Thompson, to accept Nosser’s Remodeling bid of $120,981.00 pursuant upon meeting of bid specifications, in addition to the following criteria:  Forestry Staff to meet with RASTA Representative, Guy Hansen, to evaluate both bids for completeness.  If specifications are met, award the project to Nosser’s Remodeling bid of $120,981.00.  If specifications are not met, award the project to the next bidder, Lee & Winter Construction, bid of $124,682.00.  The motion also allowed the base bid to be negotiated by Bilogan and Hansen so as to include those options and change orders deemed necessary up to $130,000.00.  Furthermore, the Forestry, Land, & Outdoor Recreation Committee also noted that RASTA would be responsible for all contracted items above $130,000.00.  Note that the Forestry, Land, & Outdoor Recreation Committee grants Bilogan the authority to proceed with the bid decision and project.  Motion carried.

b)  Schedule times for oral presentations of proposals (if deemed necessary).  

September 9, 2008 was selected as the date for oral presentations of bid proposals by Lee & Winter Construction and Nosser’s Remodeling.

c)  Progress Update.  Bilogan explained that Dick Herman was working on the parking lot portion of the project.  Six to seven days of other work being performed by the prison crew.  Firewood being taken to Enterprise Campground.

SNOWMOBILE / ATV MATTERS

a)  Bid Opening for 40’ ATV / Snowmobile Bridge Extension.  Five bids were received, as follows:  United Construction $16,800.00; Pember Companies $38,450.00; Decker Lumber & Supply $35,900.00; McMullen & Pitz Construction $25,027.00; Janke General Contractors $28,000.00.  It was moved by Baier, seconded by Thompson, to award low bid of $16,800.00 to United Construction, pending meeting of bid specifications.  If bid specs not met, to proceed to next low bid / bidder.  Motion carried.

b)  Oneida County ATV Association Gravel Request.  Bilogan explained that the Oneida County ATV Association had requested approximately 100 yards of gravel from the South Exit Road Pit for the ATV trail.  It was moved by Thompson, seconded by Petroskey, to approve this gravel request at no charge to the Oneida County ATV Association since the gravel will be used on the ATV trail.  Motion carried.

UPDATE ON THE ONEIDA COUNTY 5-YEAR OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN (IF ANY)—Bilogan stated that the update of the progress of the plan is map editing.

APPROVE 2009 FORESTRY ACCOUNT BUDGETS—Bilogan stated that the Forestry Department Account Budgets have a negative impact on the tax levy.  It was then moved by Baier, seconded by Peters, to approve the 2009 Forestry Account Budgets.  Motion carried.

CHAPTER 25 ORDINANCE AMENDMENT RESOLUTION—Bilogan explained the Chapter 25 Ordinance Amendment Resolution and had a short and a long version of the resolution, after which it was moved by Peters, seconded by Thompson, to sign the long version of the Chapter 25 Ordinance Amendment Resolution.  Motion carried.

COUNTY FOREST ACCESS, GATES, AND BERMS—Various pros and cons of opening County Forest Access, gates, and berms were discussed.  Baier felt that all County Forest Access, gates, and berms should be opened.  Mike Warekois felt that the rights of all County Forest users should be taken into consideration.  Mark Patulski asked that County Forest Access, gates, and berms be opened in the Timber Lake, Alva Lake, and Sheep Ranch Road areas, specifically those gates and berms used to control motor vehicle use on the Cassian / Woodboro Disabled Access Trail.  It was moved by Baier, seconded by Peters, that motorized access in each of the three County Forest Blocks be reviewed by the Forestry Committee starting with the Cassian / Woodboro Forest Block.  The purpose for the above described review is to determine if the current level of motorized access within each block of the County Forest is sufficient and / or if additional access trails should be opened or closed.  In addition, the Town Chair(s) should be informed.  Motion carried.  Petroskey stated that he felt a special overlay of each area (Forest Block) that show open access would be beneficial.

FIREWOOD

a)  Access for firewood gathering.  Table to October 1, 2008 Forestry Committee meeting.

b)  Existing Firewood Permit.  Bilogan had distributed a Firewood packet, which included the existing firewood permit.

c)  Proposed New Firewood Permit.  Bilogan had distributed a Proposed New Firewood Permit, which included the proposed new firewood permit.  Table to October 1, 2008 Forestry Committee meeting.  

d)  Departmental policies pertaining to firewood gathering.  Table to October 1, 2008 Forestry Committee meeting.

FOREST MANAGEMENT & TIMBER SALES:

a)  Year-to-Date Timber Stumpage Revenue Report—Fiene distributed the Year-to-Date Timber Stumpage Revenue Report, noting a year-to-date amount of $403,901.92.

b)  Timber Sale(s) for Disposition—The following contract was acted upon:

Contract # 1403 held by Fidelity Bank POA for Sam Hall was closed as satisfactorily completed, refund $100.00 cash deposit, and return $14,235.00 letter of credit deposit, on a motion by Thompson, seconded by Peters.  Motion carried.

EMERALD ASH BORER UPDATE—A specialist on the Emerald Ash Borer will be invited to the October 1, 2008 Forestry Committee meeting to give an update.

VOUCHERS & BLANKET PURCHASE ORDERS FOR PAYMENT, & LINE ITEM TRANSFERS (IF NECESSARY)—It was moved by Thompson, seconded by Peters, to approve vouchers & blanket purchase orders for payment as follows:  Sherwin-Williams Co. $30.95; DCI Building Center $42.82; Eric Rady (expense voucher) $8.95; Oneida  County Highway Commission $3022.06; Auto Value $307.27; Fidelity Bank $100.00; WDNR (severance) $41,048.59; Wisconsin Public Service $164.14; Alltel $55.08; Northwoods Media $26.43.  Motion carried.  No Line Item Transfers were necessary.

AGENDA ITEMS FOR UPCOMING COMMITTEE MEETING(S)—

October 1, 2008, 9:00 a.m. Forestry Committee Meeting:  Timber Sale; Encroachment on County Land Update; County Forest Access/Gates/Berms; Firewood Policy Update; Perch Lake Park Project Update; 5-Year Outdoor Recreation Plan Update; Emerald Ash Borer Update.

PUBLIC COMMENTS—Matt Matteson inquired about any statistics concerning the Emerald Ash Borer.  Mike Warekois stated that he felt the Forestry Department was doing a good job.

ADJOURNMENT—With business completed, it was moved by Peters, seconded by Baier, to adjourn the meeting at 12:19 p.m.  Motion Carried.

___________________________


_____________________________

WILBUR PETROSKEY



CINDY ECKARDT

CHAIR
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