MINUTES OF THE FORESTRY, LAND, & OUTDOOR RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING # 9-2008

DATE:

July 2, 2008
TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Committee Room # 1, 2nd Floor, Court House, Rhinelander, WI

PRESENT:
Chair Petroskey; Committee Members Rudolph, Thompson, Peters;



Forestry Staff:  Bilogan; Fiene; Eckardt; DNR Liaison Forester Oradei.

ABSENT:
Baier 

OTHERS:
John Potters; Les Felbab; Peter Wolk; Bill Kowieski; Mark Smugala;



Bill Jaeger; Frank Peters. 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER—The meeting that had been properly posted in accordance with the procedures set forth by the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law was called to order by Chair Petroskey at 9:00 a.m.

APPROVE CURRENT AGENDA WITH THE ORDER OF AGENDA ITEMS AT CHAIR’S DISCRETION—It was moved by Rudolph, seconded by Thompson, to approve the current agenda with the order of agenda items at Chair’s discretion.  Motion carried.

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MAY 28 AND JUNE 4, 2008 FORESTRY COMMITTEE MEETINGS—It was moved by Peters, seconded by Thompson, to approve the minutes of the May 28, 2008 and June 4, 2008 Forestry Committee meetings.  

Motion carried.  

IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT A MOTION WILL BE MADE, SECONDED, AND A ROLL CALL VOTE TAKEN TO ENTER INTO CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO WISCONSIN STATUTES, SECTION 19.85(1)(g), CONFERRING WITH LEGAL COUNSEL CONCERNING STRATEGY TO BE ADOPTED BY THE GOVERNMENTAL BODY WITH RESPECT TO LITIGATION IN WHICH IT IS OR IS LIKELY TO BECOME INVOLVED.  TOPIC:  ENCROACHMENT ONTO COUNTY FOREST LAND—No update available; no action taken.

IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT A ROLL CALL VOTE WILL BE TAKEN TO RETURN TO OPEN SESSION—No action necessary; no action taken.

OCFD INTER-DEPARTMENTAL EQUIPMENT USE / SHARING POLICY—Bilogan distributed a draft OCFD Inter-Department Equipment Use / Sharing Policy that he had prepared.  Bilogan explained the policy.  Bilogan asked Peter Wolk if the Highway Department had a similar equipment use / sharing policy.  Wolk stated that the Highway Department did not have a policy to date, but that it would be a good idea for that department to have a similar policy.  The Committee reviewed the policy, noting some minor typographical corrections, after which it was moved by Rudolph, seconded by Peters, to accept / approve the OCFD Inter-Departmental Equipment Use / Sharing Policy.  Motion carried.

INFORMATION FROM LRES PERTAINING TO 4-DAY WORK SCHEDULE—

Bilogan explained that this 4-day work schedule would actually be an alternative work schedule for some Forestry Department employees.  It would be a seasonal work schedule, with no additional hours.  The 4-day work schedule is within union contract guidelines.  The alternative work schedule will be at Department Head’s discretion.

UPDATE ON ONEIDA COUNTY 5-YEAR OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN—Mapping of recreational facilities continues to take place for incorporation into the plan.  NCWRPC noted that the Towns deadline has passed, with a 40% - 50% reduction in interest from the Towns at this time.

FOREST MANAGEMENT & TIMBER SALES

A)  YEAR-TO-DATE TIMBER STUMPAGE REVENUE REPORT—County Forester Fiene distributed the Year-to-Date Timber Stumpage Revenue Report, which depicted a Year-to-Date Total of $266,060.71.

B)  TIMBER SALE(S) FOR DISPOSITION—Timber Sales were acted upon as follows:

Contract # 1413 held by Fidelity Bank POA for Sam Hall / Estate of Jerry Hall, deceased, was extended until March 15, 2009 without rate increase due to extenuating circumstances, on a motion by Rudolph, seconded by Thompson.  Motion carried.

(Fidelity Bank representatives Bill Kowieski and Mark Smugala were in attendance.)

Contract # 1445 held by Pichler Timber—No harvesting had taken place on the sale.  Roads were opened and landing put in.  It was moved by Rudolph, seconded by Peters, to close contract, hold letter of credit and retain difference in bids from Fall 2008 timber sale, and add approximately 8 acres from adjacent Contract # 1448.  Motion carried.

Contract # 1448 held by Pichler Timber—Approximately 8 acres left to cut adjacent to Contract # 1445 and add acres to Contract # 1445.  It was moved by Rudolph, seconded by Peters, to close contract, retain difference in bid on estimated remaining wood, re-advertise in Fall 2008 timber sale, retain actual expenses for road restoration and for work to add the approximate 8 acres to Contract # 1445.  Motion carried. 

Contract # 1450 held by Pichler Timber—Sale cut out at 92 %.  Satisfactorily completed.  It was moved by Peters, seconded by Thompson, to close contract as satisfactorily completed and return full letter of credit.  Motion carried.

Contract # 1451 held by Pichler Timber—No work done on this contract.  It was moved by Thompson, seconded by Rudolph, to close contract and hold bond, retaining difference between bids from Fall 2008 timber sale.  Motion carried.

Contract # 1455 held by Pichler Timber—Sale cut out at 92 %.  It was moved by Thompson, seconded by Rudolph, to with hold outstanding stumpage estimated at $803.00 from bond, return the rest of the letter of credit, and sell pulp left on Turcott Road.  Motion carried.

Contract # 1458 held by Pichler Timber—No work done on sale.  It was moved by Peters, seconded by Thompson, to close sale, hold bond, and retain difference from bids from Fall 2008 Timber Sale.  Motion carried.

TOWN OF CASSIAN ROAD WEIGHT LIMIT RESTRICTIONS—The Town of Cassian was proposing to post all town roads to 80,000 lbs.  This would have detrimental effects on logging in the Town of Cassian where there is a large tract of County Forest land, which in turns brings in a significant amount of forestry severance and stumpage revenues received in Cassian.  Thompson, who represents the Cassian area, seemed to think this was now a dead issue, after County Forester Paul Fiene, WCFA Executive Director Jane Severt, GLTPA, loggers, NewPage, and Potlatch attended a Town of Cassian meeting and presented facts and figures and talked to area residents.  The WCFA sent a letter to the Town of Cassian to be kept apprised of proposed Town Ordinances restricting or impeding movement of raw forest products from County Forests in the Town of Cassian.  Thompson stated that he’ll bring an update from the Town of Cassian to the August 6, 2008 Forestry Committee meeting.

UPDATE ON PERCH LAKE PARK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT—Bilogan gave an update on the Perch Lake Park Development Project, that being to consider a Design Build plan with budget.  RASTA representative Guy Hansen hadn’t replied to the previous question posed by the Forestry Committee, that being to ask RASTA to provide the additional $20,000.00 in order to proceed with the Perch Lake Park Development Project.  Bilogan had suggested again to RASTA that they consider forming a club.  Peters questioned the number of people that would utilize the Perch Lake shelter.  The use of volunteers was brought up.  Bilogan explained that the Forestry Department last checked into the County policy for using volunteers (approximately 10 months ago).  At that time the Interim County Coordinator discouraged the use of volunteers.  John Potters stated that the Department of Aging utilizes volunteers and he was working on this issue.  AIS volunteers use Lake Association member volunteers.  Bilogan mentioned that he had received a site prep quote from the Highway Department for approximately $31,000.00.

ATV BID SPECIFICATIONS—Fiene presented ATV Bid Specifications for a new 4 x 4 ATV to replace a 1988 ATV.  It was moved by Thompson, seconded by Rudolph, to approve the ATV bid specifications as prepared.  Motion carried.

NOTIFICATION OF POTLATCH FOREST HOLDINGS AVAILABILITY TO ONDEIDA COUNTY—Fiene presented information and maps of Potlatch Corp forest holdings that were offered to Oneida County Forestry Department for purchase.  It was moved by Petroskey, seconded by Thompson, to inform Potlatch Corp that Oneida County Forestry Department is interested in pursuing some of these forest holdings in Sections 2, 11, and 23, T36N, R5E, Town of Little Rice, pursuant to further information such as price, appraisal, and priority.  Motion carried.

VOUCHERS & BLANKET PURCHASE ORDERS FOR PAYMENT, AND LINE ITEM TRANSFERS IF NECESSARY—It was moved by Thompson, seconded by Rudolph, to approve vouchers & blanket purchase orders for payment as follows:  Fastenal Co. $19.10; Greg’s Small Engine $24.75; Menard’s $19.77; Oneida County Highway $1913.29; Pelican Fire Dept. $50.00; Musson Bros. $1787.00; Displays2Go $90.37; Home Depot $36.00; Lakeland Hardware $66.03; DCI $35.96; Steel Design $1011.60; Oneida Co. ATV Assn. $4500.00; Little Rice ATV Club $7200.00; Rent A Flash $1929.80; Carquest $37.56; Jack’s Service $572.50; Airgas $18.60; Bob’s Power Center $22.30; APHIS $1754.00; John Bilogan (expense voucher) $101.00; Paul Fiene (expense voucher) $17.17.  Motion carried.  No line items transfers were necessary.

AGENDA ITEMS FOR UPCOMING COMMITTEE MEETING(S)—Cassian Road Limit Update from Denny Thompson; Encroachment on County Land Update; ATV Bid Opening; Perch Lake Park Development Project Update / Request RASTA representative to attend meeting / Design Build Plan Specs; 5-Year Outdoor Recreation Plan Update; Potlatch Corp Parcels Update; 2009 Budget Meeting August 22, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.  Bilogan asked Committee if they want to meet at 9:00 a.m. or 1:00 p.m.  The Committee stated that they would like to keep meeting at 9:00 a.m.

PUBLIC COMMENTS—Bilogan stated that the Enterprise Campground had officially opened on June 30, 2008 at 4:30 p.m.  Petroskey stated that he was happy that the Forestry Committee & Staff had attended the WCFA Summer Tour.  Forestry Staff were encouraged to report any pot growing on County land.

ADJOURNMENT—With business completed, it was moved by Peters, seconded by Rudolph, to adjourn the meeting at 11:26 a.m.  Motion Carried.

___________________________


_____________________________

WILBUR PETROSKEY



CINDY ECKARDT

CHAIR
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